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SUB J : REIMBURSEMENT OF ICEM FOR INDOCHINESE PROGRAM SUPPORT 
FOR CALENDAR YEAR 1975 

REF: (A) STATE 100952; (B) STATE 089228; (C) GENEVA 2949 

1 . MISSION HAS CONTACTED ICEM DIRECTOR THOMAS IN EFFORT 
TO COMMENCE NEGOTIATIONS IMMEDIATELY. SETTLEMENT OF 
DIFFERENCES MAY NOT BE POSSIBLE WITHIN 48 HOURS BECAUSE 

AS DEPARTMENT AWARE FROM RECENT DISCUSSIONS WITH THOMAS, 
SOME ICEM POSITIONS DO NOT CONFORM TO OURS. IN ADDITION, 
FRANCIS MERRILL, CHIEF, DEPT. OF FINANCE, WHO IS KEY TO 
NEGOTIATIONS, IS ILL AND NOT AVAILABLE AND PREPARED TO 
MEET UNTIL WEDNESDAY, APRIL 28 AT EARLIEST. NONETHELESS, 
MISSION AND THOMAS ARE AGREED TO DO UTMOST TO RESOLVE 
DIFFERENCES IN EARLIEST POSSIBLE TIME FRAME, HOPEFULLY 
THIS WEEK. 

2. MISSION WILL KEEP DEPARTMENT FULLY INFORMED OF 
PROGRES S . D ALE 
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